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Emma and Will get their share of e-mails in the course of a day. Their address, MATHA­
HA.COM, is known to many. Most of the messages they get are about puzzles in need of 
solutions. Some of the solutions come to Will and Emma in a jiffy-if they use a little 
common number sense. 

In fact, a puzzling message was awaiting them when they returned from saving Champs 
good name. 

The message was from someone named Norman. Apparently, he had been robbed. He 
claimed that somebody had pocketed part of his pay. It seems that when Norm counted 
his money at home, he was shon. He counted it again. Still short. According to Norm, 
he counted $490 both times. He claimed that he should have gotten $500. Norm sur­
mised that the dastardly deed must have taken place on a busy street as he walked 
home. That's what he had done-walked straight home from work. Norm blamed the 
narrow, cramped sidewalks, and one creepy pedestrian in particular. 

Norman explained that his weekly salary had been $360, but he had received a 25% 
raise that week. Because he was an honest and hardworking employee, he had also been 
given a one-time bonus of four crisp $10 bills. Norm hadn't spent any of his pay before 
going home. He had no other money on him, except for his lucky penny, which he 
always carried. 

He asked if Will and Emma would meet 
him at the corner of Market and Main 
Streets to survey the scene of the crime. 
He said that he awaited their response. 

Norman didn't have to wait long. In a 
matter of seconds, Emma sent her e-reply. 
She wrote that although a pedestrian may 

had been no robbery, just a mathematical mistake in a multi-step problem. Then Emma 
congratulated Norm on his raise and good work, and thanked him for his e-mail. 

have given him the willies, that was all this person had done. She explained that there 

How did Emma know that :~~"
there had been no robbery? ·~·8"·~·? ..•.... '­
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